
 

 

 

 

 

Creative Writing Session 2020 Brief –  

 

ArtSpeak is an outreach programme for people aged 60 and above with the aim of reducing social isolation 

and loneliness by providing opportunities for them to engage in a varied arts programme that is delivered 

across the City as well as in local neighbourhoods where they live.  

After consultation with older people from the Meadows community we set up a Creative Writing course 

in the Meadows library and sessions have taken place for two hours on Wednesday afternoons. There are 

currently four people taking part in this course and not all are from the local community. With the course 

coming to an end we would like to expand the group’s skills and open the group up, giving others who are 

interested, the opportunity to attend. To do this we would like to establish a writer’s hub which could 

take place in the same location on a monthly basis.   

We anticipate running the following sessions and are looking for tutors to lead on each session.  

Full information about applying can be found below.   

The Role of the Creative Writing Tutor in session delivery: 

To mentor and teach one or more of the following topics in a condensed time period to a group of older 

people aged 60+.  Sessions should include how to maximise continued learning by incorporating exercises 

that can be taken away and by supplying useful resources.  

We would like sessions to cover the following elements:  

• GETTING YOUR WORK PUBLISHED - Covering helpful tips for specific genres and a series of dos 

and don’ts listing tips and mechanisms. This could include a list of local publishers and printers 

who could be approached and offering examples of what people do to publish online to ensure 

readership and exposure.  

• WRITING FOR PERFORMANCE - i.e. spoken word, poetry slams and storytelling.  

Covering:  

- How to write material that will be spoken as part of a performance 

- Where to start and how to keep audiences engaged 

- What makes a good performance and how to keep momentum from beginning to end.   

- What makes good performance material and who is best to perform it. 

• WRITING FOR RADIO: including broadcasting, radio plays and other genres suitable for this 

medium but not journalism.   

• WRITING NON-FICTION:  a session about writing and researching ideas and turning your non-

fiction ideas into a book that can depict history, records an event or tells a story that can be 

defined truthful.   



 

 

• WRITING FICTION: How to write a good story 

that captures the reader and keeps them 

page turning.  Considering your audience and 

genre.  What makes a good story, how do you 

start, who are your characters and how do you keep them alive. 

• WRITING FOR SCREEN OR STAGE: Looking at screen writing and adapting work for use beyond its 

original intent. 

The sessions should be fun, interesting, and encourage an open dialogue between tutor and participants. 

The tutor should also provide additional information that participants can take away to continue their 

learning if they wish. There should be enough time to ask questions and for participants to discuss their 

work with the tutor.  

The number of participants working with each creative tutor will be capped in line with each tutor’s 

agreement. Sessions will not run if there are less than five people and ArtSpeak will cancel giving a week’s 

notice.   

The fee for this work will be negotiated per session to include tuition materials and travel.    

A full schedule of what will be covered in each session will need to be agreed with the Project Coordinator 

before the work begins.  The sessions will take place between January and June 2020. 

Please send a short proposal (Up to 2 sides of A4) stating which session/s you are applying for and include 

some information about the history of your work and any similar projects you have been involved in that 

you feel demonstrate your suitability for this role.   

Any questions you have about this proposal or further information regarding the project and/or ArtSpeak 

please contact us at Artspeak@radfordcaregroup.org.uk 

Please submit proposals to us at Artspeak@radfordcaregroup.org.uk including the title of the subject in 

the subject of the message.  Please return to us by 12pm Monday 16 December 2019.  

Postal submissions can be sent to ArtSpeak, Radford Care Group, The Institute of Mental Health, D16, 

Jubilee Campus, Triumph Road, Nottingham, NG7 2TU 
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